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C O E L A C A N T H
the glass sponge
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The glass sponge is a subclass within the sponge phyllum, distinguished by their silica spicules that unite into

delicate geometric networks. These needlelike structures form the skeleton of this most simple animal, which when

dried acquires an exquisite white hue. During the Victorian era, these dessicated remains were prize possessions 

in the finest of wunderkammers; and from what we’ve been told, a pair of glass sponges mounted under a dome

could fetch up to “5 guineas.” Furthermore, glass sponges have the unique ability to respond to their harsh,

deep sea environment through rudimentary electrical impulses that ripple through their bodies which are devoid 

of nerves and muscle.

These are merely the beginnings of the fascination with the glass sponge for Coelacanth, a sound art project

whose name is of an ancient fish once thought to be extinct, but in truth has been flourishing in oceanic trenches.

Authored by the Coelacanth duo of Loren Chasse and Jim Haynes, The Glass Sponge takes an abstracted yet

empathetic view of its allegorical subject. Throughout The Glass Sponge, Coelacanth sets textural flutters, squeaks,

and scrabblings in motion. These brittle events punctuate the boundless excursions of minimalism brought to life

through elegaic bell tones, ghostly feedback, and tuning fork resonance, all spiralling together into translucent

drones. Despite the obvious submariner references for this album, it may be a surprise that very little water spilled

into the recording of The Glass Sponge.

Loren Chasse is also heavily involved in the much acclaimed Jewelled Antler Music, where the multiple

personalities of Thuja, The Blithe Sons, The Franciscan Hobbies, The Famous Boating Party, Child Readers, and

Of speak in the tongues of pastorally psychedelic improvisations. Jim Haynes is an artist describing his craft in the

former with the pithy statement, “I rust things.” He might also be known for his writings from The Wire.

Coelacanth’s previous work The Chronograph is also available through the Helen Scarsdale Agency.
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Founded in 1993, 23five Incorporated is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the development and increased

awareness of sound works in the public arena, and to the support and education of artists working with and 

discussing the medium of sound. For the past 10 years, 23five Incorporated has remained at the forefront in 

bringing the most adventurous elements of sound art to the San Francisco Bay area. 23five has served as an

important benefactor to artists such as John Duncan, Christina Kubisch, Francisco Lopez, Achim Wollscheid, 

Matt Heckert, Zbigniew Karkowski, Sigtryggur Berg Sigmarsson, Atau Tanaka, and many more.

Other recordings published through 23five Incorporated:

23five002: Michael Gendreau 55 pas de la ligne au no. 3

23five003: Zbigniew Karkowski / Tetsuo Furudate World as Will II

23five004: Coelacanth the glass sponge

23five006: John Bischoff aperture

23five007: GUM the complete gum anthology (available September, 2003)

23F/SFM901: Various Ju-Jikan: Ten Hours of Sound from Japan

23F/SFM902: Various Variable Resistance: Ten Hours of Sound from Australia

23F/SFM903: Various 33RPM: Ten Hours of Sound from France (available September 2003)

For publicity, please contact:

Jim Haynes, 23five Editorial Director: email: jhaynes@23five.org

For more information or distribution, please contact:

Scot Jenerik, 23five Executive Director: 415 285 6003 or email: jenerik@23five.org

For general information, please visit:

www.23five.org


